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� Container vessel, UK Flag, PofR London
� Built in 1992
� Charterers – Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC)
� Ship Managers – Zodiac Maritime Agencies
� Registered Owner – Metvale
� P&I Club – London  Steam-Ship
� Length overall (LOA) – 275 metres
� Breadth – 37 metres
� Gross Tonnage (GT) – 53409
� Container capacity – 4734 units
� Containers on board – 2318 units, inc 159 containing 

dangerous goods
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� 18 January 2007 – 1031UTC
� Position 50 miles SSE Lizard Point
� Weather – WSW gale 8-9, 5-7 metre swell
� Suffered power failure
� Structural failure

� Vertical crack to the hull

� Engine room bulkhead
� Forward of the accommodation



MSC Napoli
Route 

06.00 hrs
20 January 2007
En route to Portland

11.47 hrs
20 January 2007
Branscombe
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� Lyme Bay, Dorset
� Considerations prior to selection:

� Shallow water with sandy sea bed
� Geographical position to a port (Portland)

� Sheltered location
� Accessibility for Salvors

� Risk/Environmental Impact Assessment
� Conducted by the Environment Group
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� 3000 metric tonnes in total
� Intermediate Fuel Oil (IFO) type 380
� Marine Diesel Oil (MDO)
� Lube/hydraulic oils

� Lost from the ship
� IFO (380) – 50 metric tonnes
� MDO – 150 metric tonnes

� IFO – dispersants, skimmers, pumps etc.
� MDO – natural dispersion.
� Booms were deployed to limit the spread of oil
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� Oil contamination and the environment:
� Sea birds

� Approximately 990 oiled birds collected 
� RSPCA responded, 354 treated and 

released

� Flora and Fauna
� Contaminated plant life but no sustainable 

damage

� Fisheries
� Nets and creels damaged
� No tainting of fish reported
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� Containerised cargo 2318 units on 
board
� 967 above deck
� 1351 below deck

� Lost overboard – 114
� Identified ashore 82
� Identified submerged 14
� Un-located 18

� Dangerous goods 159 units
� Final container was removed at 

1136 on Thursday 17 May 2007
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� Salvage Control Unit (SCU)
� Marine Response Centre (MRC)
� Environment Group (EG)
� Strategic Command (Gold)
� Tactical Command (Silver)
� Operational Command (Bronze)
� Land Co-ordinating Groups
� Salvage Team

� Shoreline Response Centre (SRC)
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� SMIT Salvage
� Hydrocarbons:

� Fuels removal by hot tapping.

� Containers:
� Damaged or leaking containers
� Oiled and mud coated
� Submerged and waterlogged

� ‘Bigfoot’ barge with Crane
� Transfer barge ‘Viking 5’ and tug – shuttle to 

port
� Tugs and other vessels
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OCP
Containers arrive

New Quay
Containers depart

Peat Bay
Storage pre-cleaning

Football Pitch
Cleaning re-packing recycling

Burn Area
Hazardous Cargo
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Storage
Oil
Cleaning

Recycling

Repacking Cargo
Assessment
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� Movement of Equipment 
and Plant
� Reach Stackers
� Cranes
� Tankers
� Low loaders

� Feeder ship
� Port Health
� Licensing agencies
� Waste Disposal
� Cost Recovery
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� Presentations to responders

� SOSREP
� MCA Cells

� Receiver of Wreck
� empowering the Police/HMCG

� Clean up 
� P&I Clubs
� Shoreline Response Centre/SCAT

� Pollution
� Oil is one commodity
� Containers are multiple cargoes

� Document Review
� National Contingency Plan
� Local Authority Plans
� Merchant Shipping Act
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� It happened on your coastline ?
� Where would you put the ship?
� Are there any or sufficient storage areas:

� For containers, hydrocarbons or rotting material etc ?

� Transportation issues, road/sea access
� Accommodation & Catering
� Rocky coastlines, difficult terrain
� Jetty large enough to accept feeder ships
� Weather window for removal/recovery operations
� Would everything go according to your plan ?




