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For over a decade KIMO has been
proactively raising awareness of the
danger to coastal communities from the
dramatic increase in the traffic of both
containers and containerships.

- Approximately 50% of

LIS On average 10,000 cargo containers are
tonnage carry non- .

T e lost overboard every year world wide as
SNTSRCOILEMERGEN result of poor maintenance and

USSR overloading in combination with other
general cargo

factors such as weather conditions.

-The global
containership fleet has
grown by 140% since
1994

| The focus of containership companies on
- commercial interests and fast turnarounds has
also contributed to the increased threat of
containers containing toxic and non - toxic
substances being lost overboard Europe’s seas.
~ In 2009 KIMO will start a concerted campaign to

address this issue at the EU level. At the 18th
KIMO International AGM in Tgnder, Denmark on
October 5th 2008, delegates unanimously passed KIMO Resolution 01/08 ‘Lost
Containers from Shipping’ which details the problems surrounding this issue and
provides solutions to reduce the number of containers that are lost over the side
of ships every year. Learn more about the problem on page two.

-Transshipment  of
containers through the
North Sea has been
forecast to increase by
60-90% from 2001 to
2010

Notes from the President - Mayor Albert de Hoop

“As KIMO has many members, networks and projects operating in




The Issues

There are two main issues for coastal communities in relation
to containerships. Lost containers that either wash up on
coastlines or sink to the seabed with their cargoes and the lack
of a compensation regime for accidents involving

containerships which contain non-toxic pollution. Both these
issues were brought into focus following the grounding of the
MSC Napoli off the Devon coast in England.

The audit of the containers removed from the MSC Napoli (left) indicated that
many of the containers were severely overloaded; one of the main causes of lost
containers is through stack collapses. Recently the industry has been calling for
every container to be weighed before it is secured onto a containership to ensure
that overloaded containers are discovered before the vessels set sail.

twist  locks, t’>ad stowage, ’shoddy

maintenance, poor seamanship, top heavy
container stacks, miss-declared cargo,
weather, commercial
communication failure or a combination of
these factors all contribute to an
increasing amount of incidents (lost
containers).”

pressure,

the establishment of an International
Convention on Compensation and
Liability for pollution by Non Toxic
Substances in line with the polluter
pays principle.

Call for Action

As the main providers of
clean-up responses, local
authorities have to bear the
cost of such incidents unless
insurers decide to pay out.
The recent Devon County
Council Local Public Inquiry

into the Napoli incident
supported KIMQO’s call for

The recent global economic downturn will force containership
companies to consider a variety of techniques and strategies to reduce
operational costs. However, safety and environmental standards must
not be compromised for the pursuit of maximised profits.

Read the complete KIMO Resolution discussing lost
containers online at www.kimointernational.org




KIMO United Klngdom has recently appointed Mr Tom Piper (right) as Co-
ordinator of KIMO UK. He will work with the Secretariat to raise awareness of marine
pollution issues in the UK. The new full-time position is based within Aberdeenshire
Council in Aberdeen, Scotland. This will enable KIMO to better represent UK local
authorities, to expand the membership of the organisation in the UK and to increase the
number of harbours and fishing vessels participating in the Fishing for Litter scheme.
E-mail Tom for more information:

KIMQO’s highly successful project, Fishing for
Litter Scotland, was officially re-launched on
December 10th 2008 at the Scottish Parliament
by Mr Richard Lochhead MSP, Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment.

first harbours due to participate in the project will be Newlyn, Plymouth, and Brixham. The project is
due to be launched in Spring 2009. Visit the dedicated Fishing for Litter webpage for more information:
www.fishingforlitter.org

KIMO Netherlands and Belglum launched Fishing for Litter in the port of
Visafslagweg in Scheveningen, Den Haag on 6th February 2009. In addition, a Fishing for Litter
Workshop was held in Harlingen on 6th November 2008 which promoted the initiative in the Northern
regions of the Netherlands. E-mail Mr Bert Veerman— Lveerman@milieudienst-lJmond.nl___ for more
information on this network.

KIMO Baltic Sea successfully lobbied the Klaipeda State
Sea Port Authority and the Lithuanian government to halt the dumping
of silt contaminated with heavy metals into the Baltic Sea. KIMO Baltic
Sea was swift in condemning the intentions of the Klaipeda State Sea
Port Authority in an open letter to the President of Lithuania, the
Lithuanian Ministry of Environment and the press. KIMO explained
that if toxic materials such as these continued to be discharged into
the sea there would be a significant negative impact on the Baltic Sea
eco-system.

KIMO Baltic Sea Chair Monica Gripp (left) stated:

“As Lithuania supports the idea of sustainable development it is incongruous that they
should permit dumping of silt polluted with heavy metals could cause a negative
environmental impact...”

In other news , KiMO Baltic Sea recently held a productive seminar in Jurmala,
Latvia on 3-4th December 2008 which discussed the impact of coastal erosion in
Europe. The seminar also discussed the proposal to launch KIMO’s successful Fishing
for Litter scheme in the region and strategies for the future of the Baltic Sea.

All of the presentations and some photographs can b e downloaded at
www.kimointernational.org




KIMO and the University of Plymouth to
collaborate on Microplastics research

KIMO has recently begun attempts to secure funding for a scientific research
project which will ascertain the ecological impact of micro-plastics on the marine
environment. For a number of years there has been debate over whether miniscule
particles of plastic found in the ocean have a significant detrimental impact on the
environment.
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detrimental effects to the marine environment.

This project will be coordinated by Dr Richard Thompson a Reader in Marine
Benthic Ecology at the University of Plymouth, in partnership with KIMO. The micro-
plastics project will require a post-doctorate and a PhD level research student to
assist with the practical research. The KIMO Secretariat is engaging with suitable
financiers to fund the three-year project.

18th KIMO AGM highlights the issues in Tgnder Kommu  ne

DELEGATES MEET TO DISCUSS THE IMPACTS OF MARINE POL LUTION

KIMO recently held it's 18th annual general meeting in Tgnder
Kommune, Denmark on 4-6th October 2008. A series of
presentations discussed the impact of climate change and oil
pollution on coastal communities:

Climate Change and the Marine Environment' presented by Jens Tang

Christensen.

‘Dronik Maritime Consultants Ltd (Underwater Search & Survey)' presented

by Michael S Barclay, Joe Small and Tom Hald.

'Environmental Issues in the Baltic Sea: Perception and Reality' presented by Olof Linden.
'‘Green Ship of the Future' presented by Thomas Eefson.

'How climate change can influence the coastline' presented by Jesper Holt Jensen.
'Preparedness of the Royal Danish Navy in an International Perspective and 'Stop Oil Spills
Campaign" presented by Rear Admiral Nils Wang.

The meeting brought together all of KIMO’s members and networks to discuss the progress of a
variety of initiatives designed to promote awareness of the threats to Europe’s coastal communities.
The central emerging issue, that of lost containerships, was discussed in depth. A resolution proposed
by the Secretariat was passed unanimously by the delegates.

More detailed information including agendas, presen tations and minutes can be
downloaded at KIMO'’s dedicated AGM webpage at:
www.kimointernational.org




KIMO takes on coordination of OSPAR Marine
Litter Expert Group

Since the start of 2008 KIMO has been coordinating the OSPAR
Intercessional Group on Marine Litter for the Dutch Government. The
expert group which meets twice a year is following on from the Pilot

Project on Marine Beach litter monitoring, which KIMO was previously
involved in, but with a much wider remit. The coordination is on a
consultancy basis and Mr Rick Nickerson, the former KIMO Secretariat
has been hired to Chair the group.

looking at monitoring to develop new programmes and measures to
reduce the amount of litter entering the marine environment. It is hoped
that some of these measures will feed into the 2010 OSPAR Ministerial

Declaration.
FanY KIMO Marine Litter assessment for
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The report an “Assessment of the Marine Litter Problem in the Northeast Atlantic Maritime Area and
Priorities for Response” which was developed by Rebeca Lopez and John Mouat at the KIMO
Secretariat. This report will be published as part of UNEP’s Global Assessment of Marine Litter and
also as a background report for OSPAR’s Quality Status Report in 2010. The report assessed
amounts, types, sources and impacts of marine litter as well as current legislation, monitoring activities
and programmes.

Get in touch with the KIMO Secretariat:

KIMO Secretariat

Mr John Mouat

Shetlands Islands Council
Infrastructure Services
Grantfield, Lerwick, Shetland, UK
ZE1 ONT

Tel: 0044 (0)1595 744800

Fax: 0044 (0)1595 744804
Email: info@kimo.shetland.org

Visit www.kimointernational.org for more details on all of the issues covered in
this newsletter.




