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Note from the President

My final year as International President has been an eventful one. In
January KIMO’s Fishing for Litter initiative was a finalist in the
international Ocean Awards which celebrates those that have made
outstanding contributions to the health of the oceans. We are delighted that the contribution made by ports,
municipalities, fishing crews and all involved has been recognized and we were also able to benefit from this
excellent opportunity to raise KIMO’s visibility globally.
We have continued to strengthen our ties with OSPAR and with the EU through facilitation of the OSPAR
working group on marine litter and through participation in the EU advisory group on the review of the Port
Reception Facilities Directive in advance of the official negotiations in Council and Parliament which begin in
2018.
This year saw the implementation of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals from the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. With as much as 40% of the world’s oceans heavily affected by human activities
including marine pollution we will re-double our effort to mitigate these through lobbying, collaboration and
practical solutions.
There have been challenges too, most notably sustaining the work of KIMO at local, national and
international levels in a difficult economic climate with all the associated budgetary pressures. Despite these
challenges, the KIMO family has strengthened at all levels and continues to work together through its
National Boards and Coordinators, the International Board and Secretariat to ensure that our oceans remain
healthy and to minimise the impact of marine pollution from any source on tourism, fishing, aquaculture and
other industries and on the people who reside on our coastlines.
This Annual Report highlights the excellent work carried out by KIMO and in commending it to you I would
like to thank everyone who has contributed.
Karsten Filsø
KIMO International President
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Our Vision

• Seas and coastal waters around northern Europe
that are clean, healthy, safe and free from pollution and
are preserved and enhanced for future generations
• Sustainable coastal communities that are fully
protected from the impacts of marine pollution.
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Highlights
KIMO continues to bring to the attention of
Regional Seas Conventions OSPAR & HELCOM)
the issues of concern to its members. This year the
International Secretariat has participated in the
Environmental Impacts of Human Activities
Committee (EIHA) and the Intercessional Group
on Marine Litter (ICGML) meetings. The
Secretariat presented four papers including one
calling for the ban on discharge of paraffin from
ship tank washings and highlighting the economic
costs of cleaning up paraffin pollution from beaches
and coastlines – an issue which affects a number of
our members.
Marine litter remains high on the policy and
regulatory agenda and work continues by OSPAR
and partner organisations to implement the
Regional Action Plan (RAP) on marine litter. The
RAP is devised to facilitate work on the prevention
and reduction of marine litter in the north-east
Atlantic. KIMO continues to work closely with
OSPAR and its Contracting Parties on national and
international implementation of RAP actions.
KIMO has successfully established a leading role in
the Fishing for Litter initiative. In 2016 OSPAR
agreed a Recommendation to reduce marine litter
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through the implementation of Fishing for Litter.
KIMO was invited to write the guidelines for
setting up new schemes and these were adopted at
EIHA earlier this year. Our offer to OSPAR to use
KIMO’s Fishing for Litter logo, widely recognised
and associated with the Fishing for Litter brand,
was also welcomed and accepted and may now be
used by the EU and the 15 Governments that
cooperate to protect the marine environment of
the North-East Atlantic, when setting up new
schemes.
KIMO was instrumental in ensuring that fisheries
waste is being given a high profile during the
ongoing revision of the Port Reception Facilities
(PRF) Directive and we have been lobbying to have
Fishing for Litter waste incorporated into the
revised directive. The Directive is the main EU
policy instrument for tackling sea-based sources of
marine litter and the Commission intends to
address the issue of marine litter from ships and
examine options to increase its delivery to and
adequate treatment by port reception facilities in
the context of the revision of the Directive. The
first draft revision of the PRF Directive is expected
to be published towards the end of 2017 which the
Secretariat and National Coordinators will
scrutinize and take appropriate action.
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Current Issues
Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter

This summer saw the publication of OSPAR’s
Intermediate Assessment (IA 2017) which details
human pressures on the North-east Atlantic, their
effects and the implications for biological diversity
of this marine area. The IA 2017 provides clear
messages about OSPAR’s progress towards
realising its vision of a clean, healthy and
biologically diverse North-East Atlantic. Many of
KIMO’s focus areas are included in the assessment,
including (inter alia) marine litter, eutrophication,
offshore oil and gas, radioactive substances and
impulsive noise.
There is some good news – discharges from
offshore oil and gas and the nuclear sector have
decreased and the number of Marine Protected
Areas is expanding. However, there are still serious
issues
around
contaminant
concentration,
eutrophication and (most significantly) marine
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litter. There has been no significant change in the
amount of plastic recorded on beaches or in fulmar
stomachs in the past 10 years and litter is
widespread on the seafloor with plastic being the
predominant material.
OSPAR’s 2014 Regional Action Plan (RAP) for the
Prevention and Management of Marine Litter in the
North-East Atlantic describes the various types of
action that OSPAR will undertake over the coming
years, KIMO was part of the working group that
wrote the RAP and works closely with OSPAR
countries to ensure that the actions are
implemented.
There remains much to be done and KIMO has an
important role to play. Growing the organisation,
setting clear targets and working together to
achieve these will maximise our effectiveness and
our ability to make a difference.
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Current Issues
Paraffin
Pollution from paraffin on beaches and coastlines remains an ongoing issue for many KIMO members.
Despite being on the International Maritime Organisation’s (IMO) list of environmentally dangerous
materials since 2004 paraffin is not yet on the list of materials that are banned from being discharged into the
marine environment and continues to be found washed up on beaches in various countries bordering the
North Sea and the Baltic Sea. Since the North Sea and the Baltic Sea were designated Special Areas under
MARPOL Annex V, the discharge of waste in these two seas is prohibited. It is difficult to ascertain whether
paraffin that is washed up on coasts and shores originates primarily from legal tank washing or illegal
discharges. Regardless, the consequences to the environment, wildlife and to coastal communities are the
same.

Pollution from paraffin presents a major risk to marine life as paraffin fragments are mistaken for food by
marine animals and swallowed.
Pollution from paraffin is detrimental to the recreation and tourism industries of coastal communities. The
impact on local economies can be considerable and income will be lost to local communities when beaches
are closed following the incidence of paraffin pollution. Since identification of the source of the pollution is
extremely difficult, the costs of the consequential beach and shore clean up and processing of waste are
currently borne by coastal communities and national governments.
Between 2012 and 2016, at least 91 incidents occurred in 5 countries (Denmark, Germany, The
Netherlands, Sweden and France) affecting 300 km of coastline, involving at least 37 Local Authorities and
costing well over €1.4M to clean up. As a consequence of poor/inconsistent reporting of data, the number of
incidents recorded and the associated costs are likely to be very low estimates.
KIMO International Annual Report 2017
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Projects

Fishing for Litter in the spotlight
Projects are a key part of KIMO’s commitment to improving our coastal and marine environments. Fishing
for Litter (FFL) remains our flagship project. With FFL schemes starting up in the Faroe Islands and Norway
and the incorporation of FFL into OSPAR’s Regional Action Plans against marine litter, the project is as
important now as it has ever been.
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Fishing for Litter in the spotlight

Projects

A total of 535 ships
participated in
Fishing for Litter
projects between
2011 and 2016

A total of 2,472
tonnes of litter
were removed
from the ocean by
Fishing for Litter
projects between
2011 and 2016

* Figures from FFL in Sweden cover the period from 2011—2014

KIMO International Annual Report 2017

10

Emerging issues
Deep sea mining
Deep-sea mining in a new and untested industry to mine the ocean floor. Over 1.5 million square kilometres
of ocean floor is already currently under exploration. However, there is a high level of uncertainty about the
risks deep seabed mining pose to marine environments and coastal communities. Marine ecosystems provide
fisheries, coastal protection and cultural benefits to communities but our ecosystems could be under threat
through pollution from this activity. Ocean currents can transport sediment and pollutants shore wards and
into contact with marine food chains causing contamination of both marine and human food chains and the
associated health impacts for coastal communities. Other impacts can be toxicity to marine species and the
physiological effects of underwater light and noise pollution on marine species and sea birds.

Microplastic pollution from artificial grass playing fields
Artificial grass playing fields are becoming increasingly popular as a durable, year-round alternative to
traditional grass sports fields. Each artificial grass surface consists of a mat of synthetic fibres held in place by
a layer of sand. An additional layer of rubber granules is added to improve the suitability of the surface for
sports.
In Denmark, it is estimated that 3-5 tonnes of granulate is added to each artificial grass football field per
year, half of which will end up in the environment. The rates are similar in other European countries.
The figures above are conservative as they do not take into account secondary microplastics which are
created from the wear and tear of the synthetic fibres making up the ‘grass’ part of the artificial turf. It is
estimated that 5-10% of the synthetic grass fibres are degraded in this way annually – further polluting the
environment.
There are various ways for microplastics from artificial playing fields to end up in the ocean:

Particles are released to paved areas surrounding the field (e.g. transported via shoes and clothing or
deposited with cleared snow) and are subsequently released to the sewerage system via grates.

Release of infill particles to the indoor environment, as the particles get stuck in sportsbags, shoes and
clothing where they can be released to the sewerage system via discharges from washing machines.

Release to drainage via drainage water (directly through run-off or blown by the wind). Drainage water
may then be released to the sewerage system or end up in nearby streams due to heavy rainfall.
In Sweden, the amount of microplastics entering the sea and waterways is estimated at 70 kg (or 293 million
particles) per year for each artificial playing field. This figure might be higher in countries which have less
stringent wastewater treatment practices.
KIMO International Annual Report 2017
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Administration
Meetings attended
In the past year, the Secretariat has focused on representing KIMO International at core meetings in relation
to OSPAR, ICG ML and implementation of the Regional Action Plan for marine litter. In addition, KIMO was
represented at a number of EC meetings, workshops and conferences. A complete list of meetings attended
on behalf of KIMO International is included as Annex 1 and we are grateful to those who have represented
KIMO International at an event in the past year.

Staff
Shetland Islands Council is contracted by KIMO to provide KIMO’s International Secretariat services and
employs two dedicated full-time staff plus additional input of time from senior management. The networks
in Sweden, Denmark, United Kingdom and Netherlands/Belgium and the members in Germany and the
Faroe Islands also have National Coordinators who dedicate a varying amount of time to the organisation.
Erosion of municipality budgets has led to an overall decrease in the amount of time that can be given to
progressing KIMO’s work and this requires us to continue to explore cost-effective ways of working.

Consultancy
KIMO continues to implement and seek out new consultancy projects that fit within the strategic aims of
the organisation and that will provide supplementary income. This year KIMO has successfully tendered to
coordinate the OSPAR Intersessional Group on Marine Litter on behalf of the Dutch and German
Governments. This contract includes additional work for implementation of the actions that form the
Regional Action Plan.
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KIMO’s Networks

Key to the success of the organisation is the work done at national and regional levels by the
KIMO networks. Not only do they act on local issues but also support the work of the
International Secretariat. Some of the key actions they have undertaken over the last year are
outlined in the pages that follow. Note that these are just part of the ongoing work in the
networks. More details can be found on the KIMO website at www.kimointernational.org.
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KIMO Denmark

KIMO’s Networks

The municipalities of Syddjurs and Vordingborg have decided to join KIMO Denmark, bringing the
membership total up to 16 municipalities. The network hosted a conference on how to deal with seaweed
on the coast which was well attended and also attracted participants from many non-KIMO municipalities.
The west coast of Denmark has been hit by paraffin pollution several times this year. Information was shared
with KIMO International. Contacts in Norway and in Sweden continue to monitor incidents of paraffin
pollution.
The chairman of KIMO Denmark and the president of KIMO International met with the Danish ministry of
navigation in order to gain more information about ship to ship transfers and regulation from the Danish
government. An expert on the subject presented his concerns to the KIMO Denmark board. KIMO
Denmark is following developments and will lobby for better regulations for VOC emissions.
As awareness grows regarding marine litter and microplastics, KIMO Denmark is increasingly being asked to
address these issues at public meetings, to help with student projects or to participate in partnerships. The
network was invited to an information meeting at the Danish ministry of the environment, where there will
be funding for an information campaign targeting the fishing industry, beachgoers and leisure boat owners.
Some municipalities are considering policies to limit microplastic pollution.

Projects
KIMO Denmark is monitoring 2 beaches 3 times a
year for the Danish Ministry of the Environment, to
collect baseline data for the Marine Strategy
Framework Directive. Monitoring for 2016 was
carried out as well as spring and summer
monitoring 2017.
We are work package leader in the project “An
Ocean of Possibilities”. In 2016 we collected and
processed 1,000 kg of PP and PE plastics. This was
ground down to 800 kg of raw material that was
tested and formed into new product examples. Five
KIMO Municipalities are helping to collect and sort
marine litter in 2017. We hope to produce a bench
and bin that can be offered to municipalities as a
way to raise awareness and debate about marine
litter.

communities in Norway, Sweden and Denmark.
The focus is about the exchange of ideas,
innovation and experience for cleaning beaches and
management and recycling of marine litter. Four
KIMO municipalities who are project partners as
well as other municipalities not involved in the
project participated in the Nordic beach cleaning
day on May 6th. They demonstrated municipal
efforts to clean beaches and to display the waste
collected.
We are drafting a Fishing for Litter project
proposal, with many interested parties. If funded, it
would start in January 2019.
Ryan Metcalfe
Network Coordinator
KIMO Denmark

KIMO Denmark is a partner in the Clean Coastline
project. This is a Nordic partnership between
KIMO International Annual Report 2017
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KIMO Netherlands and Belgium

KIMO’s Networks

Membership numbers remain stable at 37 municipalities of which 34 members are in the Netherlands and 3
are in Belgium.
KIMO Netherlands and Belgium continues to work cooperatively on projects such as the Green Deals. The
network is pursuing increased cooperation with the Dutch Association of Municipalities and is striving to
enhance relations with the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment. Cooperation with the
Dutch Association of Riverine Municipalities is being explored whereas the first initial steps in cooperation
with the Dutch Association of Wadden Sea Municipalities and the Dutch Network of Wadden Sea Islands is
already underway.
Current focus areas include the collection and processing of fisheries waste in ports, riverine transport of
waste to the sea, balloons and paraffin pollution,

Projects
In the Netherlands, a number of strategic projects
have been implemented, aiming specifically at the
cleaning up of marine and coastal litter and the
participation of the public in addressing the topic.
Green Deal on Clean Beaches & Green Deal for
Cleaner Fisheries’ Practices.: together with the Dutch
Ministry for Infrastructure and the Environment,
stakeholders that have interests in beaches and
tourism, fisheries activities and waste collection
and processing, are contacted and included in this
bottom-up initiatives to reduce waste and aim at
closing the loop.
Fishing for Litter: together with 12 fisheries ports,
local fisherman (about 100 vessels), municipalities
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and the Ministry for Infrastructure and the
Environment waste from the sea is collected and
sustainably processed.
Beach Combers’ Happiness: in 27 municipalities
(from the Belgian border in the south to the
German border in the north) this beach cleaning
expedition was held, together with the municipal
organisations, health care organisations and the
association, Juttersgeluk. The expedition generated
a lot of interest from the press and even from the
European Commission.
Mike Mannaart
Network Coordinator
KIMO Netherlands and Belgium
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KIMO Sweden
There are no changes in membership - KIMO
Sweden currently consists of 11 municipalities. The
network is actively exploring ways to attract new
members. There have been some staffing changes
with the current coordinator, Karin Meyer, taking
over from Hannes Nilsson in January 2017. Michael
Törnqvist, replaced Derya Tumayer as chairperson
in May 2017.
A large portion of the network’s time has been
dedicated to the planning for the 2017 conference
and AGM. As a part of the UN’s work with its
global sustainable development goals, Sweden and
Fiji have been given joint overall responsibility for
supporting the implementation of Global Goal 14:
‘Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and

KIMO’s Networks
marine resources for sustainable development’. To
fulfil this commitment, the City of Malmö is hosting
the Life Below Water Conference in October
2017. The purpose of this international conference
is to help boost local implementation of Global
Goal 14. Local work is critical in the delivery of the
UN goal and Malmö is leading the way by
demonstrating how work towards sustainability
generates local development and societal benefit.
As KIMO has been invited to take part in the Life
Below Water conference, KIMO Sweden set up
three task groups hailing from the municipalities in
the Skåne region to assist with the planning and
implementation of this prestigious event.

Projects
In 2017, KIMO Sweden published the booklet, ‘Handlingsplan mot utsläpp av mikroskräp från kommunala
anläggningar och verksamheter’ - an action plan against the emission of microplastics from municipal facilities
and services. This action plan has been circulated to Swedish municipalities to help them reduce their
microplastic footprint. A letter has also been circulated to various Swedish municipalities encouraging them
to start measuring the extent of microplastic pollution present in their aquatic environment.
KIMO Sweden has continued its work on balloon releases. A letter encouraging municipalities to ban balloon
releases was distributed throughout the KIMO Sweden network and will serve as a template for possible
distribution to all Swedish municipalities.
We have started to collect data from municipalities about the size and extent of paraffin pollution events
along their coastlines.
Karin Meyer
Network Coordinator
KIMO Sweden
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KIMO UK

KIMO’s Networks

KIMO UK’s membership currently consists of 6 municipalities after one member. After the local authority
elections in May, neither of the two councillors who represented The Highland Council on the KIMO UK
Board remained and The Highland Council took a decision to withdraw from all ‘European’ groups as a cost
saving measure. This measure as an indication of the cost pressures being experienced by UK local
authorities.
The former KIMO UK Coordinator, Graham Humphries, tendered his resignation and left KIMO UK in July
2017. KIMO UK was pleased to welcome James Birnie as its new Coordinator in August 2017. The local
authority elections in May resulted in significant change in the UK Board make-up. At the June Board
meeting, Andrea Manson was elected as Chair and William Howatson was elected as the Vice Chair.
KIMO UK continues its work on Emergency Towing Vessel provision and has been waiting for the
investigation report prepared by the Marine Accident Investigation Branch into the incident involving the
Transocean Winner in August 2016 to be published to help inform its next actions. The report has now
been published but early indication are that it does not help move the issue forward despite the ETV having
taken more than 18 hours to reach the scene. KIMO UK strongly believes that a single vessel is insufficient
to provide the security required and will now prepare a new strategy to move this important issue forward.

Projects
Fishing for Litter Scotland (FFLS): FFLS reached
another major milestone of 1100 tonnes in
September 2017 Continued financial support from
the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF),
Ullapool Harbour Trust, Peterhead Port Authority,
the Scottish Fishermen’s Trust and Aberdeenshire
Council will secure the project’s future until 2020.
The project has started to deliver the 40 lesson
resource packs on the impacts of marine litter and
work is ongoing on the final report for the 2014 –
2017 phase.
Fishing for Litter South West (FFLSW): Applications
have been prepared and presented to EMFF for
funds to continue for another year. EMFF in
England is managed by the Marine Management
Organisation (MMO) and a limit has been set at
£20k for each project involving collection of marine
litter. This has meant that FFLSW has been split
into two projects – FFL Devon and FFL Cornwall –
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for one year only to remain within the limits. We
await the MMO’s decision on the applications.
Pick up Three Pieces: KIMO UK continues to
promote ‘Pick up Three Pieces’ during
presentations to schools.
Net Recycling Scotland: Our application to EMFF to
fund this project was formally withdrawn and the
project closed down. More than 70 tonnes of nets
were eventually sent for recycling. Whilst it is
disappointing that we were unable to continue, we
still believe that recycling of nets from Scotland is
viable at a cost less than disposal to landfill but will
require a different approach. We will continue to
review opportunities as they arise.
James Birnie
Network Coordinator
KIMO UK
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Financial Statement 2016
Membership
In 2016 KIMO International had 70 member local authorities and 3 group members representing an
additional 88 local authorities/organisations.

Financial Summary

The 2016 accounts show a
surplus of £7,027. Full income
and expenditure for the year is
summarised here in chart
form.
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KIMO International representation at meetings 2016/17

Annex 1

Where appropriate KIMO encourages national representatives to represent the organisation at local meetings

October 2016
EC European Sustainable Shipping Forum – Port Reception Facilities sub-group – Brussels, Belgium
26th KIMO Annual General Meeting and Conference – Noordwijk, the Netherlands
KIMO International Board Meeting – Noordwijk, the Netherlands
KIMO National Coordinators Meeting – Noordwijk, the Netherlands
November 2016
OSPAR Intercessional Group on Marine Litter (ICGML) – Copenhagen, Denmark
December 2016
KIMO National Coordinators’ Meeting (online)
Nuclear Free Local Authorities Meeting – Dublin, Ireland
EU Plastics Strategy Conference – Rotterdam, the Netherlands
Secretariat Performance Review (online)
January 2017
Oceans Award Ceremony – London, UK
February 2017
EC European Sustainable Shipping Forum – Port Reception Facilities sub-group – Brussels, Belgium
March 2016
PRF Directive Impact Assessment Meeting – Brussels, Belgium
April 2017
OSPAR Environmental Impact of Human Activities (EIHA) – Cork, Ireland
Greencoast Conference – Norddeich, Germany
May 2017
KIMO National Coordinators’ meeting (online)
EU Maritime Conference – Poole, UK
June 2017
OSPAR Intercessional Group on Marine Litter (ICGML) – Corsica
4th Environment Asia International Conference – Bangkok, Thailand
July 2017
Workshop for tackling sea-based sources of plastics (Eunomia/DG Environment) – Brussels, Belgium
August 2017
Clean Nordic Oceans workshop – Copenhagen, Denmark
September 2017
North Seas Futures international science/NGO dialogue meeting (Offshore installations) – Lyngby, Denmark
Reinventing Plastics-Closing the Circle Conference (European Commission) – Brussels, Belgium
October 2017
‘Our Ocean’ Conference 2017 – St Julian’s, Malta
KIMO International Annual Report 2017

19

