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Note from the President

For the first time in some years, we in KIMO are now in a position
where we can re-focus on our work.
Discussions about financial matters and the tender process are
concluded and we have signed a 5 year contract with Shetland Islands Council to host the International Secretariat for (at least) a 5
year period. We are also in a position where the International
Board can present to this AGM a realistic
budget for the following years. We still
face challenges, yes, but because the national networks and Shetland Islands
Council kindly contributed with financial
support and because we have all agreed a
new fee structure, for the first time in
several years we can now say that we
have landed on our feet and now can look
forward. I would like to thank you all for
your support in this process during the
last year.
Therefore I am convinced that this AGM
will be an AGM classic. That means that
we will concentrate our discussions on
matters of concern in our environment as
neighbours to the sea.
We also have a job to be done in finding new members. KIMO
Netherlands and Belgium has indicated that it is in KIMO’s best
interests to expand its membership in other networks and in new
areas so that the relative proportion of Dutch members within the
KIMO family decreases. I fully agree.
Therefore the International Board has made plans to gain new
members in Denmark, Sweden and the UK. We will also try to get
in contact with potential new members in Norway, Germany and
Ireland and continue with our efforts to re-engage past members
of KIMO.
Karsten Filsø
KIMO International President
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Key Work Areas
OSPAR and HELCOM
KIMO continues to highlight the issues that are of concern to our members. This year the International Secretariat has participated in the Environmental Impacts of
Human Activities Committee (EIHA) and the Intercessional Group on Marine Litter (ICGML) meetings. At
EIHA, KIMO presented two papers, one calling for the
ban on the mass release of helium-filled balloons (KIMO
Resolution 1/15) and the second highlighting the problems
caused by paraffin pollution (from tank washings) on
beaches.
Work continues by OSPAR and
its partner organisations, including HELCOM, to implement the
Regional Action Plans (RAP) on
marine litter. The RAPS are devised to facilitate work on the
prevention and reduction of marine litter in the north-east Atlantic. KIMO continues to be
very involved in contributing to
the OSPAR RAP. We have been
asked by OSPAR to work with
Contracting Parties on three of
the actions, the work for which
will be completed during the
course of the next few months.
A key discussion about the OSPAR RAP took place at
EIHA in April 2015 and related to the strengthening of
the recommendation (2010/19) on the reduction of marine litter through the implementation of Fishing for Litter
(FFL) initiatives. A paper which presented a hugely positive evaluation of one of KIMO’s FFL schemes was presented and KIMO can take credit for the fact that the 15
national governments that make up OSPAR’s Contracting
Parties have agreed to implement Fishing for Litter
schemes in their countries.
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Key Work Areas
Current Issues
Microplastics
The problems caused by microplastics in the oceans and the
possible sources of microparticles are being increasingly
documented but there is a lack of robust information regarding their natural degradability and potential environmental impacts.
Microplastics are used in a huge range of products - cosmetics, detergents, cleaning products, blasting agents, inks and
paints, food coatings, medicine and a range of technical applications. Other sources of microplastics in our environment
include man-made fibres which
are washed out of clothing and
other textiles, tyre abrasion in
road traffic, pellet loss during the
manufacture and processing of
plastics and the fragmentation of
plastic debris in the environment.
KIMO has passed a resolution on
microplastics and in light of the
long term implications of microplastic pollution on our marine
environment KIMO is focusing in
on some of these issues and
causes and will implement a strategy to address these at municipality level.
Latest reports show that there are large inputs from surface
water, for example run-off from roads and abrasion of synthetic rubber tyres (secondary sources which have been
neglected but are significant due to their high use). KIMO
will take the lead in finding viable alternatives to limit these
inputs by looking at how municipalities are addressing the
issue now or are planning to address it in the future; collecting information on best practices for initiatives that are
taking place and sharing information and challenge KIMO
municipalities to be creative in finding solutions to limit
these inputs.
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Key Work Areas
Current Issues
Emergency Towing Vessels
Emergency Towing Vessels (ETVs) provide essential risk
mitigation in the protection of our coastlines from pollution
arising from maritime incidents. The cost of maintaining
ETVs will be repaid many times over if they are successful in
preventing just a single vessel disablement becoming a major
environmental disaster.
At the last Board Meeting in May 2016, KIMO International
members were deeply concerned to hear that the UK Government has concluded that the provision of Government
Funded ETVs in UK waters
is not a spending priority
and that the contract for
the last remaining vessel
will expire on 30th September 2016. This is at odds
with the views of other nations with coastlines bordering the Northern Seas,
the majority of whom continue to have ETV Provision under their direct control. The KIMO International Board concurred with the
views of KIMO UK that the provision of at least two ETVs
under the direct control of the UK Government is required
to provide adequate risk mitigation in Scottish waters and
fully supports their efforts in pressing for their provision.
The UK is not alone in its dissatisfaction with the current
provision. Denmark has no dedicated ETVs but instead has
an agreement with offshore industries to charter ships in
the North Sea should a situation arise. It is not yet clear
how this will work in practice and KIMO Denmark is pursuing this.
This issue will be discussed by all members present at this
year’s AGM.
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Key Work Areas
Current Issues
PRF Directive
There is an ongoing consultation process on a possible revision
of EU Directive 2000/59/EC on port reception facilities for ship
-generated waste and cargo
residues.
The main objective of the PRF
Directive is to reduce the discharges of ship generated
waste and cargo residues into
the sea from ships using ports
in the EU, by improving the
availability and use of port reception facilities for shipgenerated waste and cargo
residues. Those facilities must
be adequate to meet the
needs of ships using the port
without causing undue delay.
The Directive is also the main
EU policy instrument for tackling sea-based sources of marine
litter and this is why the Commission intends to address the
issue of marine litter from ships and examine options to increase its delivery to and adequate treatment by port reception
facilities in the context of the revision of the Directive.
The European Commission identified that the current system is
not optimal and launched a consultation process. KIMO was
approached by DG MOVE specifically to provide feedback from
fishing industry contacts and a correspondence group was
formed. We have been invited to present the results at the
next PRF sub-group meeting in early October and will be following up the consultation process through to its conclusion.
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Key Work Areas
Projects
Projects are a key part of KIMO’s
commitment to improving our
coastal and marine environments.
Earlier this year KIMO secured
stakeholder participation in the
Global Ghost Gear Initiative
(GGGI) which is the first initiative dedicated to tackling the
problem of ghost fishing gear on
a global scale. GGGI’s participants are diverse and include the
fishing industry, the private sector, academia, governments, intergovernmental organisations
and NGOs. Participation is initially for 2 years and there is no financial cost for KIMO – instead we contribute with work, time and expertise. This year the KIMO UK coordinator
has been actively participating in one of the working groups to pilot the Scottish net recycling project and this has offset 100% of the participation fee. We have also been approached by GGGI to be part of a project to develop a global online database of abandoned, lost or discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) which has the aim of revealing ghost gear
‘hotspots’. This will help reduce the risk of gear loss and impacts to fisheries and will facilitate targeted clean-up projects.
KIMO has recently been asked to be a partner in a consortium to develop a proposal and
project on marine pollution. The consortium intends to apply for EU funding in February
2017 (Horizon 2020). The project will prioritise prevention as its approach to solving marine pollution. It will focus on demonstrating and scaling up innovative recycling technologies which provide a circular economy and promote and stimulate cleaning efforts. It aims
to reduce sources of plastics and use existing datasets to identify hotspots of marine litter
so as to inform targeted clean-up activities, explore innovative preventative solutions of
marine litter such as developing net disposal schemes, and complete the circular economy
by improving the processing and recycling mechanisms of marine litter. KIMO has expressed a tentative interest in being a partner and we are currently exploring how we could
contribute.

KIMO International Annual Report 2016

9

Key Work Areas
Emerging Issues

Environmental effects of underwater noise
The European Commission recently published the final report of the MaRVEN (Marine Renewable Energy, Vibration,
Electromagnetic fields and Noise) study on the environmental effects of noise, vibrations and electromagnetic
emissions from marine renewable energy devices. MaRVEN provides a review of the available literature related to
environmental impacts during installation and operation of

wind, wave and tidal energy devices. On-site measurements and field experiments to fill priority knowledge gaps
and to validate and build on the results obtained in reviews
were undertaken as well and a programme for further research and development was outlined. With the current
expansion in offshore developments, KIMO will keep a
watching brief for any issues of concern to our members.
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International Secretariat
Meetings attended

In the past year, the Secretariat has focused on representing KIMO International at
core meetings in relation to OSPAR, ICG ML and implementation of the Regional
Action Plan for marine litter. In addition KIMO has had representation at a number
of EC meetings, workshops and conferences. A complete list of meetings attended
on behalf of KIMO International is
included as Annex 1 and we are
grateful to those who have represented KIMO International at an
event in the past year.

Staff

In July 2016 the International Secretariat welcomed a new Business Support Officer. Grioghair McCord comes to KIMO with a strong background in administration, computer programming and project management. In the short time he has
been working within the Secretariat he has already achieved the completion of
KIMO’s new website and is currently working to update and renew our social media presence.
In August 2016 we said goodbye to Austin Taylor who has moved on to a new
position within Shetland Islands Council. Austin has been part of the International
Secretariat for many years and we are sorry to see him go. We thank him for his
input to KIMO and wish him well in his new position.

Consultancy
KIMO continues to implement and seek out new consultancy
projects which fit within the strategic aims of the organisation
and that will provide supplementary income. This year KIMO has
continued to coordinate the OSPAR Intercessional Group on
Marine Litter on behalf of the Dutch and German Governments.
The contract was extended in 2014 to include work for an additional Regional Action Plan meeting. In 2016 KIMO once again
successfully tendered to retain both the ICG ML and the RAP
contracts.
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KIMO’s Networks

Key to the success of
the organisation is the
work done at national
and regional levels by
the KIMO networks.
Not only do they act
on local issues but
also support the
work of the International Secretariat.

Some of the key actions they have undertaken
over the last year are outlined in the pages
that follow. Note that these are just part of
the ongoing work in the networks. More details can be found on the KIMO website.

KIMO International Annual Report 2016

12

KIMO’s Networks
Denmark
KIMO Denmark is currently involved in 3 projects:
Monitoring 2 beaches 3 times a year for the Danish Ministry of the Environment, to collect baseline data for the
MSFD. The first report for monitoring was produced for
2015 together with the University of Århus.
KIMO Denmark is work package leader in the project
“An Ocean of Possibilities”. This is a partnership led by
the organisation Plastic Change. The plastic industry is
involved as a partner in the project. Some of the plastics
washed up on shores are being reclaimed in order to
make plastic pellets that can be reused as a raw material
for new products.

KIMO Denmark is also a partner in the Clean Coastline
project. This is a Nordic partnership between communities
in Norway, Sweden and Denmark. The focus is on exchange of ideas and experience for cleaning beaches and
management of the marine litter. The project will explore
innovation in this area.
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KIMO’s Networks
Netherlands and Belgium

KIMO’s work in the Netherlands and Belgium mainly
focussed on three projects of the strategic level (2
National Green Deals and Fishing for Litter) and one
special project (Beach Combers’ Happiness) in which
people with disabilities helped to clean beaches.

Furthermore, a new focus is the UN Global Goals
which receive quite some media attention, which
could help to help generate attention for Global Goal
#14, the oceans. KIMO received a lot of media attention in the Netherlands, ranging from articles in local
papers and national magazines to a news item on the
television news.

Membership has remained unchanged from last year,
comprising 37 municipalities.
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KIMO’s Networks
Sweden

KIMO Sweden is supporting the project ‘Don’t tell the
children’. This sailing expedition on the ship Hrimfare aims
to raise public awareness of the problem of plastics in the
ocean by visiting ports with an exhibition about marine
litter and it has been very well received so far.

The chair of KIMO Sweden, Derya
Tumayer, joined the expedition when
it visited Gothenburg.
KIMO Sweden has appointed a small
group within the Board to focus on
increasing membership.
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KIMO’s Networks
United Kingdom

Fishing for Litter in Scotland and the south west of England
remain the focus of KIMO UK’s project activities. KIMO UK
is also piloting a net recycling project which is being funded
by World Animal Protection and the Pick up 3 Pieces project, being funded by the National Lottery.

Another focus this year has been on the issue of Emergency
Towing Vessel provision in Scotland. KIMO UK has written
repeatedly to Scottish and UK Government ministers regarding the withdrawal of the last remaining government
funded ETV in UK waters. This resulted in the UK Government agreeing to fund for a further five years and to introduce improvement measures in its operation.

In November 2015 KIMO UK was
awarded the RSPB ‘Nature of Scotland
Award’ for Marine Conservation 2015 and
appeared on a BBC television prime time
show.
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Financial Statement
Membership
Membership has remained stable this year and the total number of paying KIMO members is 72.

Income and Expenditure
The accounts show a small surplus in the financial year 2015-16, due in part to the generous
donations afforded to KIMO by the national networks and Shetland Islands Council. Full income and expenditure for the year is summarised in the charts below.

Income

KIMO International Annual Report 2016

17

Financial Statement
Expenditure

* Includes telephone, bank charges and other miscellaneous expenses.
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Annex 1
KIMO International representation at meetings 2015/16

October 2015
25th KIMO Annual General Meeting and Conference – Orkney Islands, UK
KIMO International Board Meeting – Orkney Islands, UK
KIMO National Coordinators Meeting – Orkney Islands, UK
November 2015
KIMO International Secretariat meeting – Edinburgh UK
OSPAR Intercessional Group on Marine Litter (ICGML) – Shetland
Islands, UK
EC Oceans of Tomorrow Conference – Brussels, Belgium
December 2015
Microplastics Conference – Rotterdam, the Netherlands
March 2016
Polytalk – Zero plastics in the oceans – Brussels, Belgium
HELCOM Marine Litter stakeholder conference – Helsinki, Finland
April 2016
OSPAR Environmental Impact of Human Activities – Berlin, Germany
EC European Sustainable Shipping Forum – Port Reception Facilities sub-group – Brussels, Belgium
May 2015
KIMO International Board meeting – Öckerö, Sweden
KIMO National Coordinators meeting – Öckerö, Sweden
June 2016
OSPAR Intercessional Group on Marine Litter (ICGML) – Funchal,
Madeira
October 2016
EC European Sustainable Shipping Forum – Port Reception Facilities sub-group – Brussels, Belgium
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